OBITUARIES

Theodore Kouyoumzelis 1906 —2001

Theodore Kouyoumzelis passed away on 4
October 2001, aged 95. A tireless promoter of
nuclear and particle physics in Greece, he
graduated with a PhD from Athens University
in 1932. Soon after, he moved to Munich
where he worked as a postdoc under Arnold
Sommerfeld and Walther Gerlach.

Professor Kouyoumzelis's long association
with CERN predates the organization itself. He
first represented Greece at the second meet-
ing of the Council of the Interim Organization
in June 1952. On that occasion, he was
standing in for the original Greek delegate,
Professor Hondros, from whom he formally
took over two years later. He served as vice-
president of the Council from 1972 until
1975, and attended his last CERN Council
meeting in 1982 as its longest standing dele-
gate. Thanks in large part to his efforts, Greece

From 1945 until 1972, Kouyoumzelis taught
physics at the University of Athens. He became
a professor there in 1958, and held professor-
ships at the army, navy and air force schools
from 1940 until 1964. He was dean of the
School of Chemical Engineers at the National
Technical University of Athens from 1961 until
1970. At the University of Patras, he served on
election committees from1966 until 1967.

Kouyoumzelis was instrumental in the cre-
ation of Greece’s national scientific research
centre - Demokritos - and generations of
Greek students in nuclear and particle physics
have studied using his classic textbooks. From
1954 until 1960, he was general secretary of
the Greek Atomic Energy Agency, and from
1968 until 1971 he was president of the
country’s Atomic Energy Committee.
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