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3.3.2 Vertex Locator
The VELO [54, 55, 57] is installed directly around the interaction point. It allows
to measure the trajectories of charged particles and to determine the vertices from
which they originate. At LHCb, the average distance between the production vertex
and the vertex of a decayed B hadron is approximately 12 mm [58]. The trigger
system uses this relatively long decay length to select B events. The resolution is
su�cient to identify and reconstruct B-hadron decays as well as to measure their
lifetime and the Bs oscillation frequency. An average uncertainty in the primary
vertex position of 42 µm along the beam and 10 µm in the perpendicular plane is
predicted, which translates into an average B-decay proper-time resolution of 40 fs.

The sensitive component of the VELO detector is formed by 21 stations, each
consisting of two halves with each two silicon strip sensors, which measure the R
and � coordinates. These are placed along the beam, enclosing the nominal interac-
tion point. The layout of the stations is such that tracks between 15 and 390 mrad
from a vertex located inside 106 mm, which corresponds to 2� of the nominal inter-
action point, cross at least three stations. This requirement ensures that the track will
be properly reconstructed. The resulting arrangement of the stations which respects
the requirements, while being close to the beam for precision, and introducing a
minimum amount of material to traversing particles, is shown in figure 3.7. An ad-
ditional two VELO stations, located more upstream, are called the pile-up system.
This identifies bunch crossings with multiple interactions and through the first-level
hardware trigger vetoes such events, as detailed in subsection 3.5.1.
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Figure 3.7: Layout of the VELO tracking stations, showing that at least three sta-
tions are crossed by particles within the acceptance.

The VELO uses semi-circular silicon sensors in a 10�4 mbar vacuum, separated
from the machine vacuum by a corrugated 300 µm thick Aluminium foil. A corru-
gated design minimises the interaction length encountered by particles, allows the
sensors to overlap and o↵ers greater mechanical strength compared to a flat foil.
The foil protects the machine vacuum from the lower quality vacuum inside the
VELO and shields the sensors from the RF currents induced by the beams. On the
sensor side, the foil is coated to electrically insulate it from the sensors. Both the
sensors and foil can be moved to and from the beam line within a range from 5 mm


